
 

 

CHARGE TO THE 
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND SAFETY 

(Revised 10/97, 8/99, 9/08, 9/18, 7/24)  

 
Background  

Stanford has various offices and panels that participate in the establishment, 
implementation and support of campus health and safety policies. Examples include the 
offices of the Provost, Dean of Research, University Department of Environmental Health and 

Safety, and the Administrative Panels charged with approving research procedures involving 
use of human or animal subjects, radiological hazards, recombinant DNA molecules and/or 
bio-hazardous agents.  

 
It is desirable, however, to have a body charged with policy development and oversight over 

the full range of health and safety issues at Stanford. Therefore, the University Committee on 

Health and Safety was established in 1988. Note that the scope of this committee does not 
include campus violence, threat response, or other intentional acts that may pose security 
issues for the community (e.g., gun violence, terrorism, assault, theft, etc.). 

   

 
Charge to the Committee  

The University Committee on Health and Safety is charged with the following responsibilities:  
 

• advise the President on the adequacy of Stanford’s health and safety programs, 

policies and organization  

• recommend needs, priorities and strategies to promote good health and safety and 
practices on campus;  

• evaluate issues and recommend action or policies on health and safety concerns that 
are outside the scope of existing committees or administrative panels  

• assist in enhancing coordination and fostering cooperation among those units at 

Stanford having operational responsibility for health and safety;  

 
This charge shall be reviewed by the Committee periodically to assure continued 

effectiveness of the role of the Committee. This committee in no way replaces or supersedes 
line management responsibility for health and safety.  
 

Membership  
Members of the University Committee on Health and Safety shall be appointed by the 
President. Its voting members shall consist of six faculty members, at least four of whom shall 

be experienced in issues of laboratory safety; two students, of whom at least one shall be a 

graduate student with laboratory experience; the Associate Vice Provost for Environmental 
Health and Safety; the Vice Provost and Dean of Research or his/her designee; the Associate 



 

 

Vice President for Academic Projects and Operations; and the Chief Risk Officer or his/her 
designee. The Chair of the Committee shall be one of the faculty members and shall be 

named by the President. The terms of membership for faculty shall be for three years and for 

all other members one year, effective October 1st of the year of appointment and ending 
September 30th of the year in which the term expires.  

 
The Committee shall establish such permanent or ad hoc subcommittee or task forces from 
among its membership or otherwise, as it shall deem useful in carrying out its charge. The 

Committee shall seek advice from the Office of the General Counsel as necessary and 
appropriate.  
 

The Committee on Committees of the Faculty Senate shall be asked to nominate the faculty 
members. The Associated Students of Stanford University shall be asked to nominate the 

student members.  

 
Reporting Requirements  
By no later than October 1st of each year, the Chair of the Committee shall provide an annual 

report to the President summarizing key issues and new policies addressed by the Committee 

during the committee year. The Committee or its members may also submit confidential 

reports to the President as deemed necessary. 

 



2024-25 Committee on Environmental Health and Safety Members 

 (aka University Committee on Health and Safety) 
 
Lars Osterberg (Chair) 

Professor (Teaching) of Medicine - Primary Care and Population Health 
Medicine 
 

Curtis Frank 

W. M. Keck, Sr. Professor in Engineering, Emeritus 
Chemical Engineering 
 
Ron Kopito 

Professor of Biology 
Biology 

 

Benjamin Lev 
Professor of Applied Physics and of Physics 
Applied Physics 
 

Michelle Mello 

Professor of Law and of Health Policy 
Law School 

 
Sara Singer 
Professor of Medicine (Primary Care & Population Health) and, by courtesy, of Organizational Behavior at the GSB  
Medicine 

 
Aditya Narayan 
Graduate student 

Medicine 
 
Rehman Hassan 

Undergraduate 

Vice Provost for Undergraduate Education 
 

Judith Prochaska 
Senior Associate Vice Provost for Clinical Research Governance 

Office of the Vice Provost and Dean of Research 
 

David M. Studdert  

Vice Provost and Dean of Research and Professor of Health Policy and of Law 
Vice Provost and Dean of Research 
 
Russell Furr 

Associate Vice Provost for Environmental Health & Safety 

Environmental Health and Safety  
 

Jack Cleary 
Associate Vice President of Academic Projects & Operations 
LBRE 
 

Laura Ann Cisi 
Executive Director - Risk Management and Insurance 

Risk Management 

 
Mary Dougherty, Staff Liaison 
Deputy Director 
Environmental Health And Safety 
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